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Press release
From September 2 to 6: 
Women on Wings takes part in trade mission to India with Lilianne Ploumen
From September 2 to 6, Women on Wings, the Dutch organization working to improve the economic position of women in India, will take part in an economic trade mission to India being led by Lilianne Ploumen, the Dutch Minister for Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation. Maria van der Heijden, co-founder of Women on Wings, explains: “India is developing into one of the key players in the global market with a market size of 1.2 billion people and a steady annual growth of more than 7%. The growing middle class has more money to spend, and this offers plenty of opportunities for Dutch businesses. The approach recently recommended by the World Bank is fully in keeping with the way we work.” 
According to the World Bank, “India, with its average annual growth of 7.6%, is one of the ten fastest growing economies in the world. In spite of this growth, however, there has been a decline in the number of job opportunities for women. To achieve the ambition of faster, sustainable growth, the economy in rural areas needs to develop further through a growth in jobs within the agricultural sector and beyond. A growth strategy that focuses on labor and the development of small and medium-sized businesses—the "missing middle" in India—will help increase job opportunities and promote economic growth. This requires more business skills, particularly in small and medium-sized businesses, which are typically an important source of job creation, but which are currently lacking in today's India.” This was reported in the Country partnership strategy for India for the period 2013 – 2017.
Maria van der Heijden: “The way we work, to create one million jobs for women in rural India together with Dutch businesses, is in keeping with this strategy. After all, of the 1.2 billion inhabitants, more than 300 million are women living in rural areas who have to survive on less than two dollars a day. A job and income increases a woman's self-reliance and improves her purchasing power and, with it, her position and the chance of a good life for her and her children. During the first five years, we were able to create 83,000 jobs for women in India. With a doubling of this figure each year, we will be able to achieve one million jobs within ten years. 

Women on Wings provides consultancy and knowledge to midsized entrepreneurs in India by bringing consultants with experience in marketing, management, finance, production and distribution in contact with Indian companies. Together with local parties, the over 50 experts focus on finding suitable and realistic business models. Women on Wings carries out its work in cooperation with international companies and organizations such as AkzoNobel, Rabobank, DHL, Hyva Group and Cordaid. Women on Wings has a team of six people in India who work with 19 Indian enterprises. 

Website: www.womenonwings.com 

Austerlitz, August 19, 2013
________________________________________________________________________________
Note for the editorial team, not for publication:
For more information about Women on Wings or the trade mission, please contact Ingrid Looijmans, press officer for Women on Wings, T: +31 654 680 742, press@womenonwings.com, www.womenonwings.com 
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